Claims 



1 \ 1. A method for gathering information on a state of a 

2 computer system, said method comprising: 

3 \ providing a dictionary file having a plurality of 

4 iiaquiries for ascertaining state information on said 

5 computer system, said plurality of inquiries being 

6 organized into at least one subject group, each subject 

7 group\being directed to a different piece of said state 

8 information, at least one group of said at least one 

9 subject Vroup having multiple records of inquiry; and 

10 processing at least one inquiry of said plurality 

11 of inquiriesyof said dictionary file to accumulate said 

12 state information, said processing comprising for each 

13 group of said \t least one group having multiple records 

14 of inquiry: 

15 processi>ng a record of said multiple records 

16 of inquiry, and if a condition of said record is 

17 satisfied then Verminating processing of said 

18 group, otherwiseX processing a next record of said 

19 multiple records W inquiry and continuing until a 

20 condition of one record of said multiple records of 

21 inquiry is satisfied or all records of said 

22 multiple records of Inquiry of said group have been 

23 processed. 



EN999088 



-25- 



1 2 A The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one 

2 subject group comprises multiple subject groups, and wherein 

3 said processing of each group of said at least one group 

4 having mult^le records of inquiry comprises proceeding to a 

5 next group orVsaid multiple subject groups when said 

6 condition of one record of said multiple records of inquiry 

7 in said at least\one group is satisfied. 



1 3. The method of claim 1, wherein at least some 

2 inquiries of said plurality of inquiries comprise 

3 instructions, each instruction providing a result when a 

4 condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

1 4. The method of claim 3, further comprising 

2 collecting results of said iristructions into a file, said 

3 file being representative of said state of said computer 

4 system. \ 

1 5. The method of claim 4, wherein each inquiry of said 

2 plurality of inquiries is an instruotion which provides a 

3 result when a condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

1 6. The method of claim 4, whereinxsaid processing 



2 comprises processing each group of said at\least one subject 

3 group, and wherein said method further comprises transferring 

4 said file to an information repository coupledv to said 

5 computer system across a network. \ 

1 7. The method of claim 6, wherein said computer system 

2 comprises one computer system of a plurality of compWer 

3 systems coupled to said network. \ 
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1 \8 . The method of claim 1, wherein said dictionary file 

2 compraSses a rules database in an ASCII file. 

1 9. \ The method of claim 1, wherein at least one record 

2 of inquiryyof said multiple records of inquiry comprises an 

3 instructiorX which provides a result when a condition of said 

4 instruction \s satisfied, said result comprising state 

5 information for said group having said record when the 

6 condition of sa^d instruction is satisfied. 

1 10. The method of claim 1, wherein said computer system 

2 comprises one computer system within a network of computer 

3 systems, and whereinXsaid providing comprises reading said 

4 dictionary file from ay server coupled to said network of 

5 computer systems to saici one computer system to gather said 

6 state information thereorv, 

1 11. The method of cla\m 10, further comprising 

2 forwarding results representa1:ive of gathered state 

3 information to an information Vepository coupled to said 

4 network of computer systems, said information repository 

5 residing at said server system pis^pviding said dictionary 

6 file. \ 

1 12. The method of claim 1, wheE;ein said processing 

2 comprises processing each group of sard at least one subject 

3 group, and setting group substitution viariables for output 

4 upon initiation of processing of each grVip of said at least 

5 one subject group. \ 
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1 13. Tke method of claim 1, wherein said multiple 

2 records of inquiry of said at least one group comprise at 

3 least one of file check inquiry, a file content check 

4 inquiry, an exfe^rnal process check inquiry, or a default 

5 inquiry for saici\ group. 
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1 \ ' '^^^ method of claim 1, wherein said plurality of 

2 inqui.ries comprise multiple inquiry types, and wherein said 

3 multiple inquiry types comprise at least some of : 

4 \ ^ file inquiry which checks for existence of a file 

5 of ascertain date, time or size and which can return 

6 file Ynformation; 

7 anXlNI file inquiry which checks for a certain 

8 application, variable and value, and which can return a 

9 certain value or one or more variables and values; 

10 an ASCII, file inquiry which checks for a certain 

11 character string in a file, and which can return 

12 information on\a line within the character string; 

13 a registry dNiquiry which checks for a certain 

14 registry tree or vklue, and which can return one or more 

15 values in a tree or\ sub- tree; 

16 an external procetss inquiry using an INI output, 

17 which comprises executing an external process and 

18 performing an INI file inquiry on the result; 

19 an external process iriquiry which executes an 

20 external process, provides an ASCII output, and performs 

21 an ASCII file inquiry on thexresult; 

22 an external process inquirV using a registry, which 

23 executes an external process and\performs a registry 

24 inquiry on the result; and \ 

25 multiple inquiries which comprise a combination of 
2 6 multiple other inquiry types, where all must succeed. 
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1 \ 5 . A method for gathering information on a state of a 

2 computer system, said method comprising: 

3 \ providing a dictionary file having a plurality of 

4 inquiries for ascertaining said state information on 

5 said computer system, at least one inquiry of said 

6 plurality of inquiries comprising an instruction having 

7 a resultXwhich is output when a condition of said 

8 instruction is satisfied; and 

9 process\ng at least one inquiry of said plurality 

10 of inquiries of said dictionary file to accumulate said 

11 state inf ormati^Dn, said processing comprising for each 

12 instruction, outmitting said result of said instruction 

13 from said dictionasry file when said condition of said 

14 instruction is satisfied, wherein said state information 

15 on said computer syskem comprises outputted results from 

16 satisfaction of said at least one instruction. 

1 16. The method of claim\l5, wherein said at least one 



2 inquiry comprising said instruation comprises multiple 

3 inquiries of said plurality of. inquiries, each instruction 

4 having a result which is output wlaen a condition of said 

5 instruction is satisfied. \ 

1 17. The method of claim 16, further comprising 

2 collecting results of said instructions^ into a file, said 

3 file being representative of said state V>f the computer 

4 system. \ 

1 18. The method of claim 17, wherein each inquiry of 

2 said plurality of inquiries is an instruction which provides 

3 a result when a condition of said instruction is satisfied. 
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1 V^' '^^^ method of claim 17, further comprising 

2 transfierring said file to an information repository coupled 

3 to saidi computer system across a network. 

1 20. \ The method of claim 19, wherein said computer 

2 system cotrorises one computer system of a plurality of 

3 computer syWems coupled to said network. 

1 21, TheViethod of claim 15, wherein said dictionary 

2 file comprises \ rules database defined in an ASCII file. 

1 22. The method of claim 15, wherein said computer 

2 system comprises onte computer system within a network of 

3 computer systems, and wherein said providing comprises 

4 reading said dictionary file from a server coupled to said 

5 network to said one computer system to gather said state 

6 information thereon. 

1 23. The method of claim 22, wherein said reading of 

2 said dictionary file is perfoanned by an inquiry tool routine 

3 located on said one computer system. 

1 24. The method of claim 22,\further comprising 

2 forwarding results representative of gathered state 

3 information to an information repository of said network of 

4 computer systems, said information repository residing at 

5 said server providing said dictionary f\le. 

1 25. The method of claim 15, wherein ^3aid plurality of 

2 inquiries comprise at least one of a file clieck inquiry, a 

3 file content check inquiry, an external proce^ss check 

4 inquiry, or a default inquiry. 
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1 \ 26. The method of claim 15, wherein said plurality of 

2 inqurries comprise multiple inquiry types, and wherein said 

3 multiple inquiry types comprise at least some of: 

4 \ a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file 

5 of a Certain date, time or size and which can return 

6 file iiaf ormation; 

7 an INI file inquiry which checks for a certain 

8 applicatioi^, variable and value, and which can return a 

9 certain value, or one or more variables and values; 

10 an ASCII fille inquiry which checks for a certain 

11 character stringv in a file, and which can return 

12 information on a \ine within the character string; 

13 a registry inqiriry which checks for a certain 

14 registry tree or value^ and which can return one or more 

15 values in a tree or subvtree; 

16 an external process liiquiry using an INI output, 

17 which comprises executing aii external process and 

18 performing an INI file inquiry on the result; 

19 an external process inquirV which executes an 

20 external process, provides an ASCII output, and performs 

21 an ASCII file inquiry on the resui\t; 

22 an external process inquiry usiVg a registry, which 

23 executes an external process and perfiDrms a registry 

24 inquiry on the result; and \ 

25 multiple inquiries which comprise aXcombination of 

26 multiple other inquiry types, where all must succeed. 
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1 \ 27. The method of claim 15, wherein said plurality of 

2 inquiries are organized into at least one subject group, each 

3 subject group being directed to a different piece of said 

4 stateXinf ormation, at least one group of the at least one 

5 subjeca group having multiple instructions, and processing 

6 each instruction of each group of the at least one group 

7 having miiitiple instructions such that if a condition of the 

8 instructioii is satisfied then terminating processing of the 

9 group, otherwise processing a next instruction of the 

10 multiple instructions within the group and continuing until a 

11 condition of one instruction of the multiple instructions is 

12 satisfied or unt^il all instructions of the multiple 

13 instructions of the group have been processed. 

1 28. A memo2ry for storing a dictionary file data 

2 structure, the dictionary file data structure facilitating 

3 gathering of information, on a state of a computer system, the 

4 dictionary file data structure comprising: 

5 a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining state 

6 information on the computer system, said plurality of 

7 inquiries being organizedXinto at least one subject 

8 group, each subject group oeing directed to a different 

9 piece of said state inf omatvion, at least one group of 

10 the at least one subject grouja having multiple records 

11 of inquiry; and \ 

12 wherein the multiple recordsXof inquiry of the at 

13 least one group comprise multiple Mistructions, each 

14 instruction comprising a result to ne output when a 

15 condition of said instruction is satisfied, wherein 

16 outputting of a result from one instruction terminates 

17 processing of said at least one group hsiving multiple 

18 records of inquiry. \ 
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1 29. \ memory for storing a dictionary file data 

2 structure, me dictionary file data structure facilitating 

3 gathering inf Wmation on a state of a computer system, the 

4 dictionary filevdata structure comprising: 

5 a plurality of inquiries for ascertaining said 

6 state information on said computer system, at least one 

7 inquiry of the Vlurality of inquiries comprising an 

8 instruction having a result which is output when a 

9 condition of said instruction is satisfied. 
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1 \30. A system for gathering information on a state of a 

2 computW system, said system comprising: 

3 \means for providing a dictionary file having a 

4 pluraJsity of inquiries for ascertaining state 

5 information on said computer system, said plurality of 

6 inquiries^ being organized into at least one subject 

7 group, eacfi subject group being directed to a different 

8 piece of sad^ state information, at least one group of 

9 said at least ^ne subject group having multiple records 

10 of inquiry; and\ 

11 means for processing at least one inquiry of said 

12 plurality of inquirres of said dictionary file to 

13 accumulate said state\inf ormation, said means for 

14 processing comprises for each group of said at least one 

15 group having multiple records of inquiry: 

16 means for processing a record of said multiple 

17 records of inquiry, andxif a condition of said 

18 record is satisfied then ^or terminating processing 

19 of said group, otherwise fc^ processing a next 

20 record of said multiple records of inquiry and 

21 continuing until a condition W one record of said 

22 multiple records of inquiry isNsatisfied or all 

23 records of said multiple records^ of inquiry of said 

24 group have been processed. \ 



EN999088 



-35- 



1 \ 31. The system of claim 30, wherein said at least one 

2 subject group comprises multiple subject groups, and wherein 

3 said mteans for processing of each group of said at least one 

4 group hWing multiple records of inquiry comprises means for 

5 proceeding to a next group of said multiple subject groups 

6 when said Vendition of one record of said multiple records of 

7 inquiry in ^Baid at least one group is satisfied. 



1 32. TheXsystem of claim 30, wherein at least some 

2 inquiries of said plurality of inquiries comprise 

3 instructions, each instruction providing a result when a 

4 condition of saidv instruction is satisfied. 

1 33. The system of claim 32, further comprising means 

2 for collecting result\s of said instructions into a file, said 

3 file being representaoive of said state of said computer 

4 system. \ 

1 34. The system of claim 33, wherein each inquiry of 

2 said plurality of inquiries is an instruction which provides 

3 a result when a condition on said instruction is satisfied. 

1 35. The system of claim \33, wherein said means for 



2 processing comprises means for processing each group of said 

3 at least one subject group, and \^herein said system further 

4 comprises means for transferring said file to an information 

5 repository coupled to said computer system across a network. 

1 36. The system of claim 35, wherein said computer 

2 system comprises one computer system caf a plurality of 

3 computer systems coupled to said netwo^. 



EN999088 



-36- 



1 \3 7. The system of claim 30, wherein said dictionary 

2 file cWprises a rules database in an ASCII file. 

1 38. \The system of claim 30, wherein said means for 

2 processingXcomprises means for processing each group of said 

3 at least oney subject group, and means for setting group 

4 substitution Variables for output upon initiation of 

5 processing of each group of said at least one subject group. 

1 39. The sysft^em of claim 30, wherein said multiple 

2 records of inquiry \)f said at least one group comprise at 

3 least one of a file check inquiry, a file content check 

4 inquiry, an external p\ocess check inquiry, or a default 

5 inquiry for said group. \ 

1 40. The system of claim 30, wherein said plurality of 

2 inquiries comprise multiple Ynquiry types, and wherein said 

3 multiple inquiry types comprise at least some of: 

4 a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file 

5 of a certain date, time or si\e and which can return 

6 file information; \ 

7 an INI file inquiry which checks for a certain 

8 application, variable and value, arm which can return a 

9 certain value or one or more variables and values; 

10 an ASCII file inquiry which checksXfor a certain 

11 character string in a file, and which can return 

12 information on a line within the character string; 
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13 \ registry inquiry which checks for a certain 

14 regist^ tree or value, and which can return one or more 

15 values m a tree or sub- tree; 

16 an external process inquiry using an INI output, 

17 which comprYses executing an external process and 

18 performing ari INI file inquiry on the result; 

19 an external process inquiry which executes an 

20 external process\ provides an ASCII output, and performs 

21 an ASCII file inqusiry on the result; 

22 an external proo^ss inquiry using a registry, which 

23 executes an external process and performs a registry 

24 inquiry on the result; amd 

25 multiple inquiries wh\ch comprise a combination of 

26 multiple other inquiry typesy where all must succeed. 
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1 4^. A system for gathering information on a state of a 

2 compute^ system, said system comprising: 

3 rneans for providing a dictionary file having a 

4 pluraliSty of inquiries for ascertaining said state 

5 information on said computer system, at least one 

6 inquiry ors. said plurality of inquiries comprising an 

7 instruction\having a result which is output when a 

8 condition of isaid instruction is satisfied; and 

9 means for p^cessing said at least one inquiry of 

10 said plurality of \nquiries of said dictionary file to 

11 accumulate said staue information, said means for 

12 processing comprising\f or each instruction, means for 

13 outputting said result xDf said instruction from said 

14 dictionary file when saici condition of said instruction 

15 is satisfied, wherein saio^state information on said 

16 computer system comprises aiw outputted results from 

17 satisfaction of said at leascvone instruction. 

1 42. The system of claim 41, wherein said at least one 

2 inquiry comprising said instruction comprises multiple 

3 inquiries of said plurality of inquiries., each instruction 

4 having a result which is output when a condition of said 

5 instruction is satisfied. \ 

1 43. The system of claim 42, further comprising means 

2 for collecting results of said instructions infisO a file, said 

3 file being representative of said state of the computer 

4 system. \ 
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1 \ 44 . The system of claim 43, wherein each inquiry of 

2 said plurality of inquiries is an instruction which provides 

3 a result when a condition of said instruction is satisfied. 

1 45. \ The system of claim 43, further comprising means 

2 for transrerring said file to an information repository 

3 coupled to isaid computer system across a network. 

1 46. TheNsystem of claim 45, wherein said computer 

2 system comprised one computer system of a plurality of 

3 computer systems Voupled to said network. 

1 47. The system^ of claim 41, wherein said dictionary 

2 file comprises a rulate database defined in an ASCII file. 

1 48. The system of Vlaim 41, wherein said plurality of 

2 inquiries comprise at leas^ one of a file check inquiry, a 

3 file content check inquiry, \an external process check 

4 inquiry, or a default inquiry^ 

1 49. The system of claim 4rs. wherein said plurality of 

2 inquiries comprise multiple inquiry types, and wherein said 

3 multiple inquiry types comprise at Veast some of: 

4 a file inquiry which checks \or existence of a file 

5 of a certain date, time or size anOy^ which can return 

6 file information; \ 

7 an INI file inquiry which checks for a certain 

8 application, variable and value, and whrch can return a 

9 certain value, or one or more variables aiad values; 
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10 \ an ASCII file inquiry which checks for a certain 

11 charyacter string in a file, and which can return 

12 information on a line within the character string; 

13 a registry inquiry which checks for a certain 

14 registryX tree or value, and which can return one or more 

15 values in\a tree or sub- tree; 

16 an external process inquiry using an INI output, 

17 which compri&tes executing an external process and 

18 performing an JNI file inquiry on the result; 

19 an external W-ocess inquiry which executes an 

20 external process, provides an ASCII output, and performs 

21 an ASCII file inquirV on the result; 

22 an external proces\ inquiry using a registry, which 

23 executes an external prooess and performs a registry 

24 inquiry on the result; anov 

25 multiple inquiries whicnv comprise a combination of 

26 multiple other inquiry types, Vhere all must succeed. 
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1 50. The system of claim 41, wherein said plurality of 

2 inquiries are organized into at least one subject group, each 

3 subject group being directed to a different piece of said 

4 state information, at least one group of the at least one 

5 subject group having multiple instructions, and said system 

6 comprising meank for processing each instruction of each 

7 group of the at Iseast one group having multiple instructions 

8 such that if a condition of the instruction is satisfied 

9 processing of the gVoup is terminated, otherwise a next 

10 instruction of the miiltiple instructions within the group is 

11 processed and continuaSng until a condition of one instruction 

12 of the multiple instructions is satisfied or until all 

13 instructions of the mulViple instructions of the group have 

14 been processed. \ 
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1 least one program storage device readable by a 

2 machine, Vangibly embodying at least one program of 

3 instructions executable by the machine to perform a method 

4 for gathering information on a state of a computer system, 

5 said method isomprising: 

6 providing a dictionary file having a plurality of 

7 inquiries for ascertaining state information on said 

8 computer syscem, said plurality of inquiries being 

9 organized intoXat least one subject group, each subject, 

10 group being directed to a different piece of said state 

11 information, at iWst one group of said at least one 

12 subject group having multiple records of inquiry; and 

13 processing at least one inquiry of said plurality 

14 of inquiries of said dicvtionary file to accumulate said 

15 state information, said pisr>cessing comprising for each 

16 group of said at least one iqroup having multiple records 

17 of inquiry: \ 

18 processing a record ok said multiple records 

19 of inquiry, and if a conditicm of said record is 

20 satisfied then terminating processing of said 

21 group, otherwise processing a n\xt record of said 

22 multiple records of inquiry and continuing until a 

23 condition of one record of said mulNtiple records of 

24 inquiry is satisfied or all records W said 

25 multiple records of inquiry of said group have been 

26 processed. ^ 
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1 \52. The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 51, wherein said at least one subject group comprises 

3 multime subject groups, and wherein said processing of each 

4 group of said at least one group having multiple records of 

5 inquiry Ncomprises proceeding to a next group of said multiple 

6 subject groups when said condition of one record of said 

7 multiple records of inquiry in said at least one group is 

8 satisfied. \ 

1 53 . TheXat least one program storage device of claim 

2 51, wherein at\ least some inquiries of said plurality of 

3 inquiries comprise instructions, each instruction providing a 

4 result when a condition of said instruction is .satisfied. 

1 54 . The at le^st one program storage device of claim 

2 53, further comprising collecting results of said 

3 instructions into a ffie, said file being representative of 

4 said state of said compWer system. 

1 55. The at least oney program storage device of claim 

2 54, wherein each inquiry ofXsaid plurality of inquiries is an 

3 instruction which provides aXresult when a condition of said 

4 instruction is satisfied, \ 

1 56. The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 54, wherein said processing comprises processing each group 

3 of said at least one subject group \ and wherein said method 

4 further comprises transferring saidNfile to an information 

5 repository coupled to said computer system across a network. 
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1 \7 . The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 56, wherein said computer system comprises one computer 

3 system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said 

4 network. 

1 58 • The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 51, whereinXsaid dictionary file comprises a rules database 

3 in an ASCII Vile, 

1 59. The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 51, wherein saiti multiple records of inquiry of said at least 

3 one group comprise at least one of a file check inquiry, a 

4 file content check inquiry, an external process check 

5 inquiry, or a default inquiry for said group. 

1 60. The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 51, wherein said plurality of inquiries comprise multiple 

3 inquiry types, and wherein said multiple inquiry types 

4 comprise at least some oi 



5 
6 
7 



a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file 
of a certain date, timeXpr size and which can return 
file information; 



8 
9 
10 



an INI file inquiry whiich checks for a certain 
application, variable and vaiSue, and which can return a 
certain value or one or more variables and values; 



11 
12 
13 



an ASCII file inquiry whichNchecks for a certain 
character string in a file, and which can return 
information on a line within the character string; 
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14 registry inquiry which checks for a certain 

15 registry tree or value, and which can return one or more 

16 values in a tree or sub- tree; 

17 an external process inquiry using an INI output, 

18 which compr\ses executing an external process and 

19 performing any INI file inquiry on the result; 

20 an externa\ process inquiry which executes an 

21 external process \ provides an ASCII output, and performs 

22 an ASCII file inqiiiry on the result; 

23 an external process inquiry using a registry, which 

24 executes an external process and performs a registry 

25 inquiry on the result; ^nd 

26 multiple inquiries which comprise a combination of 

27 multiple other inquiry types., where all must succeed. 
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1 61. At least one program storage device readable by a 

2 machineV tangibly embodying at least one program of 

3 instructVons executable by the machine to perform a method 

4 for gathering information on a state of a computer system, 

5 said metho\j comprising: 



6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 



providing a dictionary file having a plurality of 
inquiries; for ascertaining said state information on 
said computer system, at least one inquiry of said 
plurality of inquiries comprising an instruction having 
a result whi\:h is output when a condition of said 
instruction i^ satisfied; and 



12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 



processing Nat least one inquiry of said plurality 
of inquiries of s^id dictionary file to accumulate said 
state inf ormationA said processing comprising for each 
instruction, output^lng said result of said instruction 
from said dictionary Vile when said condition of said 
instruction is satisfd)ed, wherein said state information 
on said computer systeim comprises outputted results from 
satisfaction of said at least one instruction. 



1 62. The at least one progmm storage device of claim 

2 61, wherein said at least one inquiry comprising said 

3 instruction comprises multiple inquiries of said plurality of 

4 inquiries, each instruction having a result which is output 

5 when a condition of said instructionVs satisfied. 
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1 \3 , ^ The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 62, fuifther comprising collecting results of said 

3 instructions into a file, said file being representative of 

4 said staoe of the computer system. 

1 64 . TIae at least one program storage device of claim 

2 63, wherein each inquiry of said plurality of inquiries is an 

3 instruction which provides a result when a condition of said 

4 instruction is satisfied. 

1 65. The at iVast one program storage device of claim 

2 63, further comprisiSng transferring said file to an 

3 information repository coupled to said computer system across 

4 a network. \ 

1 66. The at least on^ program storage device of claim 

2 65, wherein said computer system comprises one computer 

3 system of a plurality of computer systems coupled to said 

4 network . \ 

1 67. The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 61, wherein said dictionary file comprises a rules database 

3 defined in an ASCII file. \ 

1 68. The at least one program soprage device of claim 

2 61, wherein said plurality of inquiries comprise at least one 

3 of a file check inquiry, a file contentX check inquiry, an 

4 external process check inquiry, or a defVult inquiry. 
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1 651. The at least one program storage device of claim 

2 61, wherein said plurality of inquiries comprise multiple 

3 inquiry tW)es, and wherein said multiple inquiry types 

4 comprise aX least some of: 

5 a file inquiry which checks for existence of a file 

6 of a certain date, time or size and which can return 

7 file inf ormastion; 

8 an INI fire inquiry which checks for a certain 

9 application, variable and value, and which can return a 

10 certain value, orV>ne or more variables and values; 

11 an ASCII file inmiiry which checks for a certain 

12 character string in a \ile, and which can return 

13 information on a line woNthin the character string; 

14 a registry inquiry whoSch checks for a certain 

15 registry tree or value, and Vhich can return one or more 

16 values in a tree or sub- tree ;\ 

17 an external process inquiry\using an INI output, 

18 which comprises executing an external process and 

19 performing an INI file inquiry on tlae result; 

2 0 an external process inquiry whic^ executes an 

21 external process, provides an ASCII output, and performs 

22 an ASCII file inquiry on the result; \ 

23 an external process inquiry using a registry, which 

24 executes an external process and performs aXregistry 

25 inquiry on the result; and \ 
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26 
27 



mltiple inquiries which comprise a combination of 
multipiSp other inquiry types, where all must succeed. 



1 70. The ^t least one program storage device of claim 

2 61, wherein said plurality of inquiries are organized into at 

3 least one subjecD^ group, each subject group being directed to 

4 a different piece XDf said state information, at least one 

5 group of the at lea^t one subject group having multiple 

6 instructions, and processing each instruction of each group 

7 of the at least one group having multiple instructions such 

8 that if a condition of Vhe instruction is satisfied then 

9 terminating processing o^ the group, otherwise processing a 

10 next instruction of the multiple instructions within the 

11 group and continuing until\a condition of one instruction of 

12 the multiple instructions isy satisfied or until all 

13 instructions of the multiple \nstructions of the group have 

14 been processed. 
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